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What Do You Do? -

By Stanton Southwick

I have been a landscape architect for over 30 years
and have been asked a hundred times what I do for
a living. When I say that I am a landscape architect,
their eyes glaze over and a questioning look forms
on their face. The next question is either, “Can
you help me plant a tree in my yard?” or “How do
you stand working out in this heat?”. It seems that the only part of “landscape architect” they hear is
“landscape” and then they add an “r” to the end. Just to clarify, a “landscape architect” designs the land
and all associated amenities. A “landscaper” installs what we design.
For the last 21 years our firm has done business as “Southwick Landscape Architects”. To help better
identify what it is that we do, we have modified our name. Beginning September 1st our firm will be known
as “SLA Land Architects”. We are architects of the land and want to emphasize that point. No one has
purchased the firm, no employees have left, there will be no change in daily operations. We just want the
name to better reflect what we do.
Our website will change to www.slalandarchitects.com and email addresses will change to (name)@
slalandarchitects.com. We know it is an inconvenience, but we would ask that you start updating our
contact information.
We look forward to the next 20 years as we IMAGINE innovative possibilities and DESIGN inspiring
spaces for the physical and social environment, making our world a more enjoyable place to LIVE.
“ It’s not about standing still and becoming safe. If anyone wants to keep creating, they have to be
about change” ~Miles Davis

Favorite Flora:
Cercidium or Parkinsonia? - ‘Desert Museum’ Palo Verde

- By Caryl Davies

If you live in the desert southwest, you have most likely seen a beautiful
tree with large yellow blossoms in the Spring with notable green trunk
and stems that stay green year-round. This desert tree is called a Palo
Verde and this month is about a particular hybrid called ‘Desert Museum’
Palo Verde. This variety is thornless and has been bred to combine
the best traits of its parents which include fast growth, long flowering
season (2+ months), upright growth habit, and a smaller size (about 25’
high and wide at maturity) as compared to other Palo Verdes. This is a
vary hardy tree in the desert and does well in full sun, hot exposures,
and low water.

If you decide to look this tree
up on websites, you will find it is listed as both Cercidium x
‘Desert Museum’ and also Parkinsonia x ‘Desert Museum’. Why
is that? With time, plant taxonomy (classification) changes base
on improved genetics and evidence. As knowledge increases,
names change. The Desert Museum was formerly known as
Cercidium but is now Parkinsonia. It may take time for people to
get accustomed to the new name, but the name better reflects the
species. However it is listed, this tree is an excellent choice for
many landscape situations.
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